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Abstract. In this article, we study the continuous linear maps f : A −→ B between

Banach algebras behaving like Lie homomorphisms at zero or idempotent products. More

precisely, we consider the subsequent condition f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)] for all a, b ∈ A with

ab = 0 or ab = p, where p is a nontrivial idempotent, and show that if A is a zero product

determined with a bounded approximate identity, then f is a Lie homomorphism. As an

application we describe the same results for continuous Lie derivations δ from A into a

Banach A-bimodule X.

1. Introduction and Preliminaries

Let A and B be two associative algebras over C. A linear map f : A −→ B is called a

Lie homomorphism if for all a, b ∈ A,

f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)], (1)

where, [a, b] denotes the commutator ab− ba.

A simple example of a Lie homomorphism f : A −→ B is a map of the form f = θ+ µ

where θ : A −→ B is a homomorphism or the negative of an anti-homomorphism, and µ

is a linear map of A into Z(B), the center of B, which maps commutators into zero. By

[12, Theorem 2.4], every Lie isomorphism between nest algebras is of such a form. The

analogous result was obtained for factor von Neumann algebras [15, Theorem 4].

Let A be an algebra and X be an A-bimodule. A linear map δ : A −→ X is called a

Lie derivation if for all a, b ∈ A,

δ([a, b]) = [δ(a), b] + [a, δ(b)]. (2)

Miers in [16, Theorem 3], proved that if δ : A −→ A is a Lie derivation, where A is a

von Neumann algebra, then there exists an operator T ∈ A such that δ(a) = [a, T ]+µ(a),

where µ is a linear map of A into Z(A) which maps commutators into zero. Note that if

d : A −→ A defined by d(a) = [a, T ], then d is derivation and δ = d+ µ.

In 1996, Johnson showed [10] that every continuous Lie derivation δ from a C∗-algebra

A into a Banach A-bimodule X can be decomposed as δ = d+ µ, where d : A −→ X is a

derivation and µ is a linear map from A into the centre of X, vanishing at commutators

[a, b] for all a, b ∈ A, see also [13].
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Recall that the centre of A-bimodule X is defined as

Z(X) = {x ∈ X : ax = xa for all a ∈ A}.

A linear map f : A −→ B is called a Lie homomorphism at a given point w ∈ A if the

equality (1) holds for all a, b ∈ A with ab = w. A Lie derivation at a given point w ∈ A

can be defined analogously.

This kind of maps was discussed by several authors. For example, it is proved that

every linear map preserving Lie products at zero points on any finite nest algebra is a Lie

homomorphism [14]. Let B(X) be the algebra of all bounded linear operators on Banach

space X with dimX ≥ 3. Then it is proved in [11] that if δ is a Lie derivation at w = 0

(w = p, where p is a fixed nontrivial idempotent of B(X)), then δ can be decomposed as

δ = d+ µ, where d and µ are as above. In [9], the authors gave a similar result for factor

von Neumann algebras with dimension greater than 4.

Recently, many researcher have considered various maps on rings or algebras through

local actions, and different results have been obtained. For example, we refer the reader

to [2, 6, 7, 8, 13, 17, 18] and the references therein.

In this paper, we investigate continuous linear maps from important classes of Banach

algebras (that include C∗-algebras, group algebras, and Banach algebras generated by

idempotents) into other Banach algebras, where the maps act as Lie homomorphisms at

zero or on idempotent products. As a consequence, we also study continuous linear maps

that behave as Lie derivations at zero or on idempotent products.

2. Characterization of Lie homomorphisms

Obviously, every homomorphism (derivation) is a Lie homomorphism (derivation), but

the converse fails, in general. The following examples illustrate this fact.

Example 2.1. Let

A =


0 z1 z2
0 0 z3
0 0 0

 : z1, z2, z3 ∈ C

 .

Define f : A −→ A by

f
(0 z1 z2

0 0 z3
0 0 0

)
=

0 −z3 −z2
0 0 −z1
0 0 0

 .

Then f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)] for all a, b ∈ A, hence f is a Lie homomorphism, but f is not

a homomorphism.

Example 2.2. Let A be a Banach algebra and f : A −→ C be a non-zero multiplicative

linear functional. Define the linear map δ : A −→ A∗ by
(
δ(a)

)
(x) = f(ax), where A∗ is

the dual of A equipped with the usual module structure. Then

δ([a, b])(x) = f(abx)− f(bax) = 0, a, b, x ∈ A.
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On the other hand,(
[δ(a), b] + [a, δ(b)]

)
(x) =

(
δ(a)b− bδ(a)

)
(x) +

(
aδ(b)− δ(b)a

)
(x)

= δ(a)(bx)− δ(a)(xb) + δ(b)(xa)− δ(b)(ax)

= f(abx)− f(axb) + f(bxa)− f(bax)

= 0.

Therefore, δ([a, b]) = [δ(a), b] + [a, δ(b)] for all a, b ∈ A and hence δ is a Lie derivation.

However, δ is not a derivation, in general.

Recall that a bounded net {eα}α∈I in A is called a bounded approximate identity if for

each a ∈ A,

∥eαa− a∥ −→ 0, ∥aeα − a∥ −→ 0.

It is known that C∗-algebras and the group algebra L1(G) for a locally compact group G

has a bounded approximate identity bounded by one, see [5].

The Banach algebra A is said to be zero product determined if every continuous bilinear

mapping ϕ : A× A −→ X, where X is an arbitrary Banach space, satisfying

a, b ∈ A, ab = 0 =⇒ ϕ(a, b) = 0, (3)

can be written as

ϕ(a, b) = T (ab), a, b ∈ A,

for some continuous linear map T : A −→ X. This concept appeared as a byproduct of

the so-called property (B) introduced in [1].

The Banach algebra A has property (B) if for every continuous bilinear map ϕ from A×A

into an arbitrary Banach space X, the condition (3) implies that ϕ(ab, c) = ϕ(a, bc), for

all a, b, c ∈ A. Note that if A has a bounded approximate identity, then A is zero product

determined if and only if A has property (B), [3, Proposition 5.5].

It turns out in [1] that every C∗-algebra, as well as every group algebra L1(G) of locally

compact group G, has the property (B).
We now formulate the first main result.

Theorem 2.3. Let A be a Banach algebra with property (B) and having a bounded ap-

proximate identity and B be a Banach algebra. If f : A −→ B is a continuous linear map

such that condition

a, b ∈ A, ab = 0 =⇒ f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)], (4)

holds, then f is a Lie homomorphism.

Proof. Define a continuous bilinear map ϕ : A× A −→ B by

ϕ(a, b) = f([a, b])− [f(a), f(b)], a, b ∈ A.
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Then ab = 0 implies that ϕ(a, b) = 0, and so the property (B) gives

f([ab, c])− [f(ab), f(c)] = ϕ(ab, c)

= ϕ(a, bc)

= f([a, bc])− [f(a), f(bc)],

for all a, b, c ∈ A. Letting c = eα in the above equality, we get

− [f(ab), f(eα)] = f([a, b])− [f(a), f(b)], a, b ∈ A. (5)

Similarly, for a = eα we obtain

f([b, c])− [f(b), f(c)] = −[f(eα), f(bc)], b, c ∈ A. (6)

If follows from (5) and (6) that

[f(ab), f(eα)] = [f(eα), f(ab)] = −[f(ab), f(eα)],

and hence [f(ab), f(eα)] = 0 for all a, b ∈ A.

Now, the equality (5) implies that f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)] for all a, b ∈ A. □

As a consequence of Theorem 2.3, we obtain the following results.

Corollary 2.4. Let A be a C∗-algebra and B be a Banach algebra. Let f : A −→ B be a

continuous linear map satisfying (4). Then f is a Lie homomorphism.

Corollary 2.5. Let G be a locally compact group. Then every continuous linear map f

from L1(G) into a Banach algebra B satisfying (4) is a Lie homomorphism.

It is known that the matrix algebra Mn(A) of n × n matrices over a unital Banach

algebra A has property (B). Thus, from Theorem 2.3 we have

Corollary 2.6. Every continuous linear map f from Mn(A) into a Banach algebra B

satisfying (4) is a Lie homomorphism.

A von Neumann algebra A is called a factor von Neumann algebra if Z(A) = CeA,
where eA is the unit of A. It should be pointed out that factor von Neumann algebras

are unital prime algebras.

From Theorem 2.3 and [15, Theorem 4], we have the next result.

Corollary 2.7. Let A and B be factor von Neumann algebras and f : A −→ B be a

continuous bijective linear map. Then f satisfies the condition (4) if and only if f = θ+µ,

where θ is an isomorphism or the negative of an anti-isomorphism, and µ is a linear

functional such that µ([a, b]) = 0 for all a, b ∈ A.

We denote by J(A) the subalgebra of A generated algebraically by all idempotents in

A. A Banach algebra A is generated by idempotents, if A = J(A). Since every Banach

algebra with the property that A = J(A) has property (B) (see [1]), therefore the next

result follows.
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Corollary 2.8. Let A be a Banach algebra with a bounded approximate identity and the

property that A = J(A). Let f be a continuous linear map from A into a Banach algebra

B such that condition (4) holds. Then f is a Lie homomorphism.

Corollary 2.8 can be compared with [8, Theorem 2.1], which is the analogous conclusion

under the assumption that A and B are locally convex algebras.

Some examples of Banach algebras with the property that A = J(A), are listed below.

For further examples of such Banach algebras we refer the reader to [1].

(1) The Banach algebra C(X), where X is a compact Hausdorff space.

(2) The group algebra L1(G) for a compact group G.

(3) Topologically simple Banach algebras containing a non-trivial idempotent.

(4) Simple C∗-algebras that are linearly spanned by their projections.

(5) B(H), the operator algebra of all bounded linear operators on Hilbert space H.

Consequently, the conclusion of Corollary 2.8 holds for such algebras.

The following result follows from [18, Theorem 2.1]. However, we prove it for sake of

completeness.

Theorem 2.9. Let A be a unital Banach algebra and X be a Banach space. Suppose that

ϕ : A× A −→ X is a continuous bilinear mapping such that

a, b ∈ A, ab = p =⇒ ϕ(a, b) = 0, (7)

where p is an idempotent in A. Then, for all a ∈ A,

ϕ(eA, ap) = ϕ(a, p) and ϕ(eA, a
2p) = ϕ(a, ap).

Proof. Since eAp = p, it follows that ϕ(eA, p) = 0. Let a ∈ A be an arbitrary nonzero

element. For λ ∈ C with |λ| < 1/∥a∥, eA−λa is invertible and (eA−λa)−1 =
∑∞

n=0 λ
nan.

Since (eA − λa)(eA − λa)−1p = p, it follows from condition (7) that

ϕ(eA − λa,

∞∑
n=0

λnanp) = 0.

Therefore,
∞∑
n=1

ϕ(eA, λ
nanp)− λ

∞∑
n=0

ϕ(a, λnanp) = 0,

and hence
∞∑
n=0

λn+1
(
ϕ(eA, a

n+1p)− ϕ(a, anp)
)
= 0.

Thus, ϕ(eA, a
n+1p) = ϕ(a, anp) for all a ∈ A. In particular, we have

ϕ(eA, ap) = ϕ(a, p) and ϕ(eA, a
2p) = ϕ(a, ap),

for all a ∈ A. □
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In the following theorem, L(A) stands for the linear span of all idempotents in A.

Theorem 2.10. Let A be a unital Banach algebra with the property that A = L(A). Let f

be a continuous linear map from A into a Banach algebra B such that for every non-trivial

idempotent p in A,

a, b ∈ A, ab = p =⇒ f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)]. (8)

Then f is a Lie homomorphism.

Proof. Let p be a non-trivial idempotent in A. As peA = p, we get [f(p), f(eA)] = 0.

Since the linear span of A generated by its idempotents is dense in A, we conclude that

[f(a), f(eA)] = 0, a ∈ A. (9)

Define a bilinear map ϕ : A× A −→ B via ϕ(a, b) = f([a, b])− [f(a), f(b)]. Then ab = p

implies that ϕ(a, b) = 0. Applying Theorem 2.9, we obtain

f([a, p])− [f(a), f(p)] = ϕ(a, p)

= ϕ(eA, ap)

= f([eA, ap])− [f(eA), f(ap)].

Therefore,

f([a, p])− [f(a), f(p)] = [f(ap), f(eA)],

for all a ∈ A and every idempotent p ∈ A.

As the linear span of A generated by its idempotents is dense in A, we thus get

f([a, b])− [f(a), f(b)] = [f(ab), f(eA)], a, b ∈ A. (10)

Now it follows from (9) and (10) that

f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)],

for every a, b ∈ A. Thus, f is a Lie homomorphism. □

If A is a von Neumann algebra or a unital C∗-algebra of real rank zero [4], then the

linear span of projections are norm dense in A, hence A = L(A), so Theorem 2.10 holds

for such algebras.

As a consequence of Theorem 2.10 and [15, Theorem 4], we have the next result.

Corollary 2.11. Let A and B be factor von Neumann algebras and let f : A −→ B

be a continuous bijective linear map. Then f satisfies the condition (8) if and only if

f = θ + µ, where θ is an isomorphism or the negative of an anti-isomorphism, and µ is

a linear functional such that µ([a, b]) = 0 for all a, b ∈ A.
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3. Characterization of Lie derivations

In this section, we characterize continuous linear maps which are Lie derivations at zero

or idempotent products.

We begin with the next result which is closely related to Theorem 2.3.

Theorem 3.1. Let A be a Banach algebra with property (B) and having a bounded approx-

imate identity and X be a Banach A-bimodule. Suppose that δ : A −→ X is a continuous

linear map such that

a, b ∈ A, ab = 0 =⇒ δ([a, b]) = [δ(a), b] + [a, δ(b)]. (11)

Then δ is a Lie derivation.

Proof. Let δ([a, b]) = [δ(a), b] + [a, δ(b)] for all a, b ∈ A with ab = 0. Take

B =

{[
a x

0 a

]
: a ∈ A, x ∈ X

}
.

Then B becomes a Banach algebra under the usual matrix operations. Define a linear

map f : A −→ B by

f(a) =

[
a δ(a)

0 a

]
, a ∈ A.

Then for all a, b ∈ A with ab = 0, we have

f([a, b]) =

[
[a, b] δ([a, b])

0 [a, b]

]
=

[
[a, b] [δ(a), b] + [a, δ(b)]

0 [a, b]

]
= [f(a), f(b)].

Now Theorem 2.3 yelds that

f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)],

for all a, b ∈ A, and hence f is a Lie homomorphism. According to this fact, it follows

that δ is a Lie derivation. □

Theorem 3.1 can be applied for a large class of Banach algebras which are zero product

determined. In particular, we have the following result which generalize [9, Theorem 2.1].

Corollary 3.2. Let A be a C∗-algebra and δ : A −→ X be a continuous linear map such

that condition (11) holds. Then δ = d+ µ, where d : A −→ X is a derivation and µ is a

linear map from A into the centre of X such that µ([a, b]) = 0 for all a, b ∈ A.

Proof. By Theorem 3.1, δ is a Lie derivation. By [10, Theorem 9.5], the result follows. □

Next we present an example of a linear map δ that satisfies the condition (11), but it

is not a Lie derivation. This example shows that Corollary 3.2 is not true for Banach

algebras, in general.
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Example 3.3. Let

A =

{[
z1 z2
0 z3

]
: z1, z2, z3 ∈ C

}
.

We make X = C an A-bimodule by defining

aλ = z3λ, λa = λz1, λ ∈ C, a ∈ A.

Let δ : A −→ X be a linear map defined by δ(a) = z2. Then δ(ab) = δ(b)a+ bδ(a) for all

a, b ∈ A. It is easy to see that

δ([a, b]) = [δ(a), b] + [a, δ(b)],

for all a, b ∈ A with ab = 0. Therefore, δ is a Lie derivation at zero point, but, δ is not a

Lie derivation. Consequently, δ can not decomposed as δ = d+ µ.

Combining Theorem 3.1 and [10, Theorem 9.2], we have

Corollary 3.4. Let G be a locally compact amenable group and A = L1(G). Then every

continuous linear map δ from A into a Banach A-bimodule X satisfying (11) is of the

form δ = d+ µ, where d : A −→ X is a derivation and µ is a linear map from A into the

centre of X such that µ([a, b]) = 0 for all a, b ∈ A.

As a consequence of Theorem 3.1 we obtain the following result.

Corollary 3.5. Let A be a Banach algebra that is generated by idempotents and having

a bounded approximate identity. Let δ be a continuous linear map from A into a Banach

A-bimodule X satisfying (11). Then δ is a Lie derivation.

Theorem 3.6. Let A be a unital Banach algebra with the property that A = L(A) and X

be a Banach A-bimodule. Suppose that δ : A −→ X is a continuous linear map such that

for every non-trivial idempotent p in A,

a, b ∈ A, ab = p =⇒ δ([a, b]) = [δ(a), b] + [a, δ(b)]. (12)

Then δ is a Lie derivation.

In particular, if A is a von Neumann algebra, then δ = d + µ, where d : A −→ X is a

derivation and µ is a linear map from A into the centre of X such that µ([a, b]) = 0 for

all a, b ∈ A.

Proof. Let δ satisfy condition (12). Let B and f be as in Theorem 3.1. Then for all

a, b ∈ A with ab = p, we have

f([a, b]) = [f(a), f(b)].

Thus, f is a Lie homomorphism by Theorem 2.10 and hence δ is a Lie derivation.

If A is a von Neumann algebra, then the result follows from [10, Theorem 9.5]. □
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[6] A. Fošner, H. Ghahramani and F. Wei, Lie centralizers and generalized Lie derivations at zero prod-

ucts, Rocky Mountain J. Math., 53(4), (2023), 1087-1097.

[7] H. Ghahramani and W. Jing, Lie centralizers at zero products on a class of operator algebras, Ann.

Funct. Anal., 12(34), (2021), 1-12.

[8] H. Ghahramani and A. Zivari-Kazempour, Linear mappings like Lie homomorphisms in zero products

on a class of locally convex algebras, 18(7), (2025), 1-11.

[9] P. Ji, W. Qi and X. Sum, Characterizations of Lie derivations of factor von Neumann algebras, Linear

Multilinear Algebra, 61(3), (2013), 417-428.

[10] B. E. Johnson, Symmetric amenability and the nonexistence of Lie and Jordan derivations, Math.

Proc. Camb. Phil. Soc., 120 (1996), 455-473.

[11] F. Lu and W. Jing, Characterization of Lie derivation of B(X), J. Linear Algebra Appl., 432 (2010),

89–99.

[12] L. W. Marcoux and A. R. Sourour, Lie isomorphisms of Nest algebras, J. Func. Anal., 164 (1999),

163-180.

[13] M. Mathieua and A. R. Villena, The structure of Lie derivations on C∗-algebras, J. Func. Anal., 202

(2003), 504-525.

[14] Y. Miao-xia and Z. Jian-hua, A local characterization of Lie homomorphisms of Nest algebras, Chin.

Quart. J. Math., 29(1), (2014), 125-128.

[15] C. R. Miers, Lie isomorphisms of factors, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc., 147 (1970), 55-63.

[16] C. R. Miers, Lie derivations of von Neumann algebras, Duke Math. J., 40 (1973), 403-409.

[17] X. Qi and J. Hou, Characterization of Lie derivations on prime rings, Comm. Algebra, 39(10),

(2011), 3824-3835.

[18] A. Zivari-Kazempour, H. Ghahramani and W. Jing, Derivable maps at commutative products on

Banach algebras, Acta Sci. Math., 90 (2024), 165-174.

Department of Mathematics, Faculty of Basic Sciences,, Ayatollah Boroujerdi Uni-

versity, Boroujerd, Iran.

E-mail address: zivari@abru.ac.ir, zivari6526@gmail.com


	1. Introduction and Preliminaries
	2. Characterization of Lie homomorphisms
	3. Characterization of Lie derivations
	References

